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My story asan artist beganat 9-10 yearsof agewith my first

love affair.

I discoveredthe world of AmericanComicbooks. It was love

at first sight. I was completely fascinatedby the illustrators

ability to reproduceeveryconceivableemotion and action of

human endeavor. I didn't have any technical knowledge of

compositionor understandingcolour control at the time but

it wasascloseto perfect for an untrained eye.
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So over the next few years I began to draw without any

advice or supervision. I even created my own stories and

characters feeling quite pleased at my creations even

though in hindsight I realise that they were quite

amateurish. But onemessagewasasclearasever to me and

that wasthat I loved art and knew that whatever happened

to meςthis wasmy ambition.
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Life however goeson and to my sorrow my dreamshad to

wait and it was only later that they flickered to life for a

short time. That was when Yosefand Dora, Shimshonand

myself brought out the Betar publication "Haderech". We

wrote the articles, collected news items, jokes and other

items of interest in our opinions. We typed, printed, collated

anddistributed this first publicationof BetarAustralia.
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In the comingyearsmanymore of our dreamswere realised.
The movement that we had rejuvenated in Melbourne
developedand grew to becomeone of the most successful
of the ZionistYouthMovementsin Australia. Thisdid not just
comeabout easily. It took great effort and involvement. For
a period of 6-7 yearspractically every moment of our lives
wasdevoted to preparinglectures,programmes,educational
techniques, conducting group meetings, representing our
movementon all mannerof bodiesandgenerallycommitting
ourselvesto makeit a success.

The internet site (www.162SmilingFaces.com) that was set
up by HarryStuart,AaronNinedekandJohnGoldlustis living
proof of its success. It is mind bogglingto realisethat literally
from nothing this force for goodcameabout. Add to that the
manyάOlimέwho emigrated to Israel and made successful
livesis terrific. Wedid realiseour dream.
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Over the next few years I was fortunate in wooing and

marrying my loving wife, raising a family with 3 wonderful

girls and establishing some financial stability for the

realization of our next dream- Aliyah. We emigrated to

Israelin May 1974.
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I was fortunate in finding employment

fairly quicklyand this allowed me time to

try and further my dream of developing

my art talents. Thisdid not occurquickly.

I wanderedaroundvarious"chugim" and

art courses but found none that

impressedme.
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Then one day a work colleaguetold me about an artist in

MoshavRishponwho taught in the old classicstyle. Sooff I

went, met the artist Shimon Kaplan and explained that I

would like to join his classes. Followingthe sameadvicethat

I had receivedin my previousclassesI proceededto choose

a classicpainting andbeganpreparations. I drew the subject

and awaited his assessment. He was quietly pleasedand as

in films that was the beginningof a mutual friendship that

lasted for over 20 years. He was able to guide me through

my errors and enhancemy abilities. I learnedand improved

with time.

*This is one of his paintings that I copied 
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Shimonwasborn 1928in Polandandstudiedart in Paris.

When the Germansmarched into Paris he escapedto

Vichy France. On their conquest of all of France he

escapedto Portugaland from there to Brasil. Hecameto

Israelwith a "Garin" of HashomerHatzairin 1950.
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After much persuasionby my family and friends I finally agreed

to have my first exhibition at the Duhal Auditorium in Tel Aviv

Yaffo. It openedon September1990andwasto be exhibited for a

short period of time. It seemshowever that a certain somebody

i.e SadamHusseindidnΩt like the idea and begansendingmissiles

over to prove his point and alsohis animosity towards us. Oneof

his missileshit very close to the auditorium resulting in heavy

damagedue to shockwaves. Included in the damagewas poor

little Jacob. Many of his paintingswere destroyedor damaged. It

wasnot the happiestor most successfulof my endeavours.
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DuhalAuditorium
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My next exhibition was under the umbrella of the Ramat Gan ς

Givatayim art society and was a great success. Then came my

exhibition on the 22nd of December1998at BetRishonimin Givatayim.
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My dear friend Josef Steiner helped organise the affair and got 2

governmentministersasguestspeakers- GideonEzraand ZeevBaum.

It was indeed a great successand received much publicity and

positivecriticismin the press.
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And now, I invite you to take my hand,stroll with

me andsharesomeof my experiences.

AccordinglyI am goingto divide my presentation

in to themesbeginningwith the Holocaust.
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A small town in Poland. Prewar the population
wasabout 6000 including1500Jews. After the
war about 200 Jews surviving the camps
returned to their town. In 1946, fueled by
rumors of a Christian childΩs disappearance
amidsthints of satanicritual, a pogromensued.
Forty-two people were cruelly butchered and
scoresinjured.

To me this symbolizesthe absolute hatred of
the Jewishpeople. For almost 2000 years, this
wasfosteredby the CatholicChurchbasicallyto
show the demarcation between the Holy
RomanChurchand those who brought belief in
a single God to the world. For centuries this
hatred flourished.
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