A REPORT
ON CAMP BETAR 1954-5

CAMP WAS BEST
AT KINGLAKE-WEST

Fhere 18 no doubl that last Betar Camp was |
onc which will be remembered for a very long
tine by the 162 young Sewish boys and girls who
came frem thrre States in Australia to participate
in 2 beliday, cembining varied and enjoyable
acl villes with a ltraly Jewish atmosphere. '

It woukl have been unbe-
llevable to an  oatsider to

On
1655,

the
the

10th  of January,
raell banner wos

vred for the 183t time at| hnsgine that on this very first
wep Betar. It marked the | day at camp coveryone had
concluston  of o  wonderful | ulready found thelr place, and |
holiGay everyone was  already busy
The Camp wur held at]and fully settled, enjoying
Kingake West, at the Pores- | to the full the privikege of
try  Commission Campsite, | being o citizen of this newly

erected youth town — Camp
Betar

PROGRAM AND
SET-UP

3¢ miles from Nelbourne,
Tone winding road which
leads high up Into the mouns
tany gave the participants
Bot only the feeling that they

kad lofs city lte for behind

tiiean, but sk that they wore

ontering completely difforént e m PRACTlCE
surrosncingy i un entircly There 8 no doubt that she
dificrent aum were,  quite | Betar Camp Executive wasted

neither time nor effort in the
preparation of this camp. A
program, which o many
seemed far oo ambilwus
wid  hmpessible W
worked cut exactly accordityg
o plan.  This wis because
of the fact thatl the distrioun-
ton of duttes, as well asx all
the time-tables were worked
out to the minutest detail
Lased on the cxperience of
many previous camps).

The camp site proved Lo
excellent; the [facilitics

accommodation  (the

unilke xmlmm, experienced
during the rest of the year

Anyone famifiar with ihe
Ixracli countryside would
sarely have been struck by
the strong resemblance of Lhe
apgreaches te the campsite
to the appearance of the Is-
racli selllessent, with (he
witer-tower dominating the
awene,

FIRST DAY AT CAMP

1t ool A few hous | o
until all campers had seltded | and
down. in thelr 10w surround- | younger ones  being housed
and very soon after | (n huls and the older uge

follow, |

groups could be seen | groups s tents) as well s
(on-r_enu s spoataneously | kitehen, wushing and shower
with thelr own  sctivities, cenents. all contribated
Bune of the older chaverim | townrds the overall success
farined & Ditle group d«l“l- of this camp.
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EDUCATIONAL
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y played | was based on the oversll tapwe
o Your Lund And
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2 were
10 neibvidual t'.x(.ur.c: cne for
zach  day e Day of
Reiurn o Zion,” “'The Day
of “hie Homeland,” “The Day
of Hebrew," * Day of
Jerpgalem” “The Duy of
Hisuory, “Thie Duy of Move-

I Day of Z&'ev
“Ine Duy of the
YThe Day af Betar
2" “The Day of

Revaols,
Berzl

the
The study of Hebrew bad

# prominect  plaee In che
witural  Frogram: 13 WSS
. o such an enjoy-

that It wss no

vk, bat fur and

| threughout

Rope Cllmbing and Swinging, one of the tougher physical exervises practiced at the King-

Iake Weat Camp.

pleasure;
langunge needed for cultural
work was taught, but above
all the application of the
language in everyday life and
activities. Hebrew sobigs ano
dances, games, and many
everyday ferms  were intro
duced angd used at camp.

EVENING
PROGRAMS

A happy medium betwecn
cultural and recreational ac
tivithes was found during the
evening programs, when the
various age Eroups uummd

;«I'llrmaw (5 -umr-rhmg Ly
had “een lveking forward w
the enlire dax,
The large vavieny af aotivilivs
— plays, skewchey, ganes io.-

Cern Wi

ent qQuests,  debates,  sonss
dances, [ %, s ev
Ings contzionted te ach
ing shis. 16w

how  much  taleat

cavered, Cspocindly  amoonsl
the yeounger chaverim

atospacre prevalens elm)
wued @l shyness on the pad
of the pwre 1cserved parii-
cipants, nnd svecybody eon-
leibuled frsely o bis owd
special ekl

SPORTING
PROGRAM [

There 3 hardly any =port
whaeh was nat represenied o

the vampz program. ‘Ihese
activities did not only  take

tured  prominently on  the
arganised program. To yive
the Dest possible coaching
these  activities were  comns
ducted  uccording o wge
goups.  Many competitlons
took we at camp which

helped 19 foster keenness and
team spirit
Ona of the most enjoyable
features of the camp was
“Practical Sports,” or, as it
is called in Hebrew, “Sports
Shimushi."” This  included
Swinging und Rope
Chimbing, Crossing of rivers,
ete The onlooker during
these sotivities, did not only

nol only the book place in [ree perlods, but fea- (which was held

enjoy nimselt by watching
the sxill of others, bms wvery
WS unused oy e
ar  major mishaps

vecurred  during  ue
crovsing of e river, when
# splll sceend  doelded be-
Lween u sucoeesful operation
and a4 bata o full clathics,

WELL-PREPARED
SPECIAL FEATURES

There were a number of
special features at this camyp,
Tt 3¢ denlitful whether they
have heen weed al any other
CRIp.

“we ~ .
(,amp (.urrency 4
Epecial
|VOUCHETS)
throughous
e g
i ty'

“Camp  Cuarreacy”
were used
e durulion of
in plase o the
pecket  money

One faulty move — and (he result is a bath jm full clothes,

in safe-!
keeping till the end of the
camp!. Al purchases at the
canteen and all  financial
trunsactions At camp were
catried out in camp “Prutoc”

PROMINENT
VISITORS
AT CAMP BETAR

{the currency in  Israel
This feature helped In yet 3 g . -,
p o Te Al stom,
another way o establish the “:\J?J’,Ll::::ﬁ,‘k' ‘:.':ull:; ‘I‘L‘:
feeling that this was a small oo e during the camp,
part of Israel In & far-off oo wor attended by many
pluce. prominent  personalities  of
| the Meltoume Jewish Com-
muntty. ALl of them ll,,hl\
Broadcasting Station | "et> oS R

A loudspeaking aystem was ' o, thelr excellent organiss-

instabed which could be heard | tjon i work  for  Jewish
all over the camp, This sys- | vouth BEducation In this
tem was used for varlous an- | country.

nouncements i wer

vital tn the m:n!::f:mm- n: With heavy hearls l!"
Bl i Large camp Dveey cRmpers I:‘-Mn: Larewdit w ine
nigat, balf an Lour wus de- place which Tad been thelr

home tor the last two weeks,
thinking “ . . . See rou
all again at the next Bedar
Camyp,”'
The
nr.! an

voted fo @ spevial broadeast,
when uguin a dappy :oediuem
between Bducation and En-
joymen. was found, by pre-
AENTINE items ol & very varied
nslure.
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K3 m{hu:r

“The Cawp 18
Wesl" 3

Film on Camp Life sl
. shup aral edusativa

A fall-length Camp  Fiim
was made, showing the vir-
lous aspocts of camp Hfe. In
addition to the technicoler
film, » black and white film
way alwn made, shewing un-
suecessful attempls of a rity
voungster to adjust himeedl
ty “camp-Hre™; on comple

b |

tion, afler camp, this film
was shown under Lhe lithe — |
“Nudoik, the Shmeodrik
Camper,” named alter Aaron
Nioedek, the main auler io
his film.

vombined

Physical  exerclse

with fun.

Israeli

Dales and Songs — an unperksol and premineot
part of eamp life,

“CAMP

Betar Camps are growing
bigger and better from year
to year,

At uu
upnecessary Lo exbl
Cumg Betay 1
tre  conupurisy
Rersr Cambe 8
cdacatlona] boadey
everyihing & Y
Loy or sl cou

Ing tradition, and the leader-
ship of the local Relar does
nof only draw om  the ex-
perienve of many years in
this couniry, but slso nn that
of the World Mosement,

In [k Betar
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cificient orgnuisalion, exocl-
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Ca Belar offers and means,

af camp sites ard | s o participate in it

THE IDEAL HOLIDAY FOR JEWISH YOUTH

tn provide &)

, OF Ly |
and u Jewish pasenl abienid ({4 hodh - morally
destre for his child. Jfte 2

Nog only the Australian L-{rltlluﬂ;ﬁ;e:
Retar, bul Betar the Woeld ripllans.  ‘The
over, s famous for its camp- # printed on this

wividly !

Wills the bugle «all o happr
day begins at Camp BEotar.

[ |

The Camp Fire — unforgettable evenings aml nighits wround
the glowing fire.




